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It has been nearly five years since
Hurricane Irma struck Cudjoe Key in
Southwest Florida, packing 130 mph
wind. Irma packed a punch as it turned
north up the spine of the Sunshine State
and through Marion County.

In Marion alone, Irma’s wind gusts
topped 100 mph and caused significant
damage to more than 1,000 homes. The
storm flooded 70 roads and caused 56
sinkholes. The overall damage estimate
for all jurisdictions in Marion reached

about $200 million.
But one of the state’s most veteran

meteorologists says that, had Irma stuck
to its original projected path, coming to
shore north of Tampa and heading
northeast toward Jacksonville, then
southwestern Marion County would
have been devastated.

Al Sandrik, the warning coordination
meteorologist for the National Weather
Service in Jacksonville, and staff led the
charge back then to evacuate people liv-
ing in mobile homes in southwest Mar-
ion, from Dunnellon to southwest Ocala.

“If Irma had followed the official track,
and thank God it did not, we would have
been looking at major hurricane force
winds in Rainbow Lakes Estates and
Dunnellon, and probably even as far east
as the western part of Ocala,” Sandrik

said.
Sandrik said as bad as Irma was In

Marion County, “it could have been so
much worse.”

The comments came during an inter-
view to discuss the 2022 hurricane sea-
son. Two of the most active hurricane
seasons on record were in 2020 and
2021, and top hurricane experts believe
everyone should expect another above-
normal season this year.

Experts predict 2022 will 
be the 7th consecutive
above-average year

The hurricane season runs June 1
through Nov. 30. Meteorologist and re-
searcher Phil Klotzbach of Colorado
State University, and his team, believe

there will be 19 named storms in 2022, up
from the season average of 14.

There were 21 in 2021 and 30 in 2020.
Klotzbach and his team are among the
nation’s top seasonal hurricane forecast-
ers, and they believe 2022 will be the
seventh consecutive above-normal sea-
son.

Of the nine predicted hurricanes, four
are expected to become major hurri-
canes with sustained wind speeds of 111
mph or greater. The report also states
there is a 71% chance at least one major
hurricane will make landfall in the USA.

Between two and four named storms
could be expected to hit the northern
Gulf of Mexico. Klotzbach noted the rea-
sons for the above-average forecast in-

Experts see busy hurricane season 
19 named storms are
expected for 2022

By Joe Callahan
Ocala Star-Banner

USA TODAY NETWORK

See HURICANE, Page 10A

Editor’s note: Faith Broersma, a ho-
meschooled student, was mistakenly
not listed in a recent Star-Banner story
about local students honored in the
2022 National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram. The full story can be viewed at
https://www.ocala.com/story/special/
2022/05/21/national-merit-scholars
hip-program-salutes-five-ocala-mar-

ion
-teens/7190122001/

Faith Broersma

Current school: Ho-
meschooled, dual en-
rolled at College of Cen-

tral Florida
Age: 18
Parents: Brad and Joy Broersma
Previous schools: Dr. N.H. Jones El-

ementary School, Osceola Middle

School and Forest High School 
School activities and hobbies: HO-

SA, NHS, GSA, Phi Theta Kappa Honor
Society at CF; hobbies include reading,
crocheting, and taking care of my abun-
dance of plants.

University: University of Florida
Planned major: Psychology – Cogni-

tive and Behavioral Neuroscience
Career goal: Neuropsychologist
Comments: “I have already graduat-

ed from CF with my AA, so I have a head
start on getting the credits I need for my

Bachelor’s degree! After I get my Bache-
lor’s from UF, I hope to be accepted to
Yale in order to continue my education
and eventually get my PhD. “I would like
to start research as soon as possible
once I am in college, as I love learning
about the brain and finding new infor-
mation that could help people. I am spe-
cifically interested in areas of language
acquisition, sleep patterns, and neuro-
diversity. I hope that my career can have
a big impact on people’s ideas of the
mind and what it can achieve.”

Faith Broersma, 18, was one of Marion’s six National Merit scholars
By Joe Callahan
Ocala Star-Banner

USA TODAY NETWORK

Broersma

When Heart of Florida Health
Center Jamie Ulmer first started at the
job in 2018, the nonprofit health center
saw about 19,000 patients annually.
Four and a half years later, there are
30,000 each year. 

In that time, the operating budget
has grown from about $12 million to
$30 million, not including a $35 million
contract with the Marion County Sher-
iff’s Office to provide health care to jail
inmates, plus another $2 million over
three years to provide care for county
employees. 

“I think we went from a small com-
munity health center to a formidable,
powerhouse, high quality primary care
center for everyone,” he said in his of-
fice on Friday. 

In addition to increasing the num-
ber of low-income and uninsured or
underinsured patients HFHC sees, Ul-
mer has moved and improved the non-
profit’s headquarters, led the organiza-
tion through a pandemic and opened
four pharmacies. 

With a growing list of accomplish-
ments that have changed Marion
County’s health care landscape, Ulmer 

Ulmer to
leave Heart
of Florida
center
Will continue to serve
health needs in Naples

Danielle Johnson
Ocala Star-Banner

USA TODAY NETWORK

Heart of Florida Health Center CEO
Jamie Ulmer stands outside HFHC’s
main office on Silver Springs
Boulevard in Ocala Friday. He will be
leaving on June 24 to become the
CEO of the Healthcare Network of
Southwest Florida in Naples. DOUG

ENGLE/OCALA STAR-BANNER

See ULMER, Page 10A

Members of the community gathered
Monday at the Memorial Day Remem-
brance Ceremony at the Ocala-Marion
County Veterans Memorial Park to honor
and pray for those who died while serv-
ing the United States.

Shakeli Sims came to honor her late
husband, U.S Army Pfc. Markie T. Sims,
who died in combat in Afghanistan on
Dec. 29, 2012, as the result of an Impro-
vised Explosive Device (IED.) The Mar-
ion County man was 20 years old.

“It’s still sad, but good that the com-
munity remembers,” Shakeli Sims said.
She was accompanied by their son, Kay-
den, 9.

County Commission Chairman Carl
Zalak III opened the ceremony and an in-
vocation and benediction was offered by
Bishop Isaiah Johnson of the Church of
God.

The ceremony, a joint effort of Marion 

Marine Sgt. Ronald Shaffer stands with, from left, Anne Crowder, Sigrid Paddock, Joel Harrison, Jayson Sims, and his
mom, Shakeli Sims, as they present the memorial wreath on Monday during the Memorial Day Remembrance Ceremony at
the Ocala-Marion County Veterans Memorial Park in Ocala. PHOTOS BY ALAN YOUNGBLOOD/FOR THE STAR-BANNER

Ocala-Marion County Veterans Memorial
Park hosts its Memorial Day ceremony

War birds fly by Monday during the Memorial Day Remembrance Ceremony at
the Ocala-Marion County Veterans Memorial Park in Ocala. Veterans and the
community gathered to remember the fallen.

Andy Fillmore
Special to Ocala Star-Banner

USA TODAY NETWORK

See MEMORIAL DAY, Page 10A
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Last year’s hurricane season was
the third most active on record, and
forecasters are anticipating yet anoth-
er active season in 2022.

The World Meteorological Organi-
zation maintains a list of hurricane
names that are recycled every six
years. Storm names are removed from
the list if they’ve been exceptionally
deadly.

Here are the 21 names on deck for
the 2022 hurricane season:

h Alex
h Bonnie
h Colin
h Danielle
h Earl
h Fiona
h Gaston
h Hermine
h Ian
h Julia

h Karl
h Lisa
h Martin
h Nicole
h Owen
h Paula
h Richard
h Shary
h Tobias
h Virginie
h Walter

Hurricane
season 2022:
Here are all the
potential storm
names this year
Staff report

clude the absence of El Niño, which is
the warming of tropical Pacific Ocean
water.

When El Niño is active, Atlantic hur-
ricanes are quashed by upper-level
wind shear that keeps hurricanes form
developing into monster storms. Since
El Niño will not be present, the sea tem-
peratures and atmosphere will be per-
fect for storms.

Sandrik has always asked that resi-
dents be prepared for the worst. Even if
it is a slow hurricane season, all it takes
is one storm to hit a community and it
will be considered a bad hurricane sea-
son.

Think about Hurricane Andrew,
which struck Homestead nearly 30
years ago. It is one of just a handful Cat-
egory 5 hurricanes to strike the United
States.

In August 1992, Andrew was the first
hurricane to form that season and it
was a monster. Sandrik said even if
there was only one named storm during
a year, a landfall in your city means a
bad year. There were only seven storms
in all of 1992.

Emergency official says there are
31k-plus mobile homes in Marion

Preston Bowlin, Marion County’s
emergency management director, said
many residents do not realize that Dun-
nellon is only 20 miles from the Gulf of
Mexico and Ocala is only 54 miles from
Crystal River and 70.5 miles from Or-
mond Beach.

One of the things that keeps Bowlin
up at night is that Marion County has
more than 30,000 mobile homes. Mar-
ion County is 25% larger in size than
Rhode Island, and those mobile homes
are spread out across 1,663 square
miles.

“We have 31,748 mobile homes in
Marion County,” Bowlin noted, adding
that what complicates things is that
many snowbirds occupy them part of
the year and it is not always easy to
know if they are in town or not.

Bowlin added that spaghetti models,
or hurricane paths generated by com-
puters operated by dozens of compa-
nies, usually give a wide range of po-
tential tracks. So even if a resident has
a range of paths, those are only predic-
tions and not guaranteed.

“You cannot say 100% that these
storms are going to stick with a path,”
Bowlin said. You know that a wobble
will move the path and Mother Nature
ultimately decides where it’s going to
go.”

In the end, many agencies are pre-
dicting above-normal hurricane activ-
ity this season.

The highest prediction comes from
North Carolina State University, which
believes 17 to 21 named storms will
form, seven to nine of which being hur-
ricanes and three to five of those being
major storms.

Meanwhile, the University of Arizo-
na is predicting a normal hurricane
season. Its forecast calls for 14 named
storms, seven of which hurricanes and
three of those being major hurricanes.

Joe Callahan can be reached at (352)
817-1750 or at joe.callahan@starban-
ner.com. Follow him on Twitter @JoeO-
calaNews.

Hurricane
Continued from Page 3A

County Veterans Services, the Friends of
Marion County Veterans Park Founda-
tion and Hospice of Marion County,
opened with a Color Guard by North
Marion High School U.S. Air Force
JROTC students.

Cadet Lt. Col. Wildes served as leader
of the Color Guard and Cadet 2nd Lt. Jai-
den Clements was lead rifle. Cadet Sen-
ior Airman Hayden McTierman and Ca-
det Staff Sgt. Yandle Morales rounded
out the unit.

The keynote speaker, County Com-
missioner Michelle Stone, said: “We re-
member, and we are grateful” to those
who gave their lives to protect and de-
fend America.

Stone quoted scripture: “Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends.”

“My heart goes out to families (who
have lost loved ones). We have a respon-
sibility to share (their) stories so we will
remember,” Stone said.

A memorial wreath was placed in the
field in front of the pavilion. The Marion
County Memorial Honor Guard, led by
Lewis Alston, a Marine Corps veteran of
the Vietnam War, fired a series of cere-
monial rifle salutes.

After that, taps was played and John
Earl performed “Amazing Grace” on the
bagpipes. A military flyover, including
the missing-man formation, rounded
out the 45-minute ceremony.

The park support group, called the
Friends of Marion County Veterans Park
Foundation, unveiled two 10-foot-by-7-
foot panels, part of a 10-panel group that
feature the names and photos of over
330 service members from Florida who
have died since 9/11 in the Global War on
Terrorism.

Nathaniel “Nate” J.A. Schultz is one of
the fallen soldiers honored on a panel.
Schultz, 19, of Riverview , Florida, died
Aug. 21, 2010, as the result of an IED in
Afghanistan.

A hand-written card attached to the
photo reads: “We Love You.” The panels
are kept at the park and will be a trav-
eling exhibit in the area.

A “Fallen Marion County Heroes”
monument in the park contains the
names of service members from the
county who have died in military service
since 2001.

Among those listed: Chad Lake, Army,
died 2005; Robert Blair, Army, 2006;
Daniel A. Suplee, Army, 2006; William
Crow Jr., Army, 2007; Jason Koutroubas,
Army, 2007; Patrick Malone, Marine
Corps, 2009; Gary Gooch Jr., Army,
2009; Markie T. Sims, Army, 2012; Ro-

berto Skelt, Army, 2014; and Jalisha V.
Tucker, Army, 2016.

Hundreds of people were in atten-
dance Monday, including many veter-
ans, first responders and their families.

Among them were Glen Vaughan,
drafted in 1958, who sat in full uniform to
pay his respects, and Army veteran Tom
Antor, who said he came to remember
“those who didn’t come home.”

Steve Livesay with Legacy Veterans
said his group would have attendees at
Memorial Day ceremonies nationwide.
Navy veteran Gilbert Rodriguez, 61, who
has a service-connected disability, wore
a shirt with graphics reminding others to
be aware of PTSD.

Samuel Six, 19, wore a full dress blue
Marine Corps uniform. 

He is in the reserves and is a member
of the 4th Amphibious Assault Division
based in Tampa.

Six said he has had other family mem-
bers in the military, and he was pleased
to support the ceremony in full uniform.

His father, Jay, proud of his son, stood
next to him to honor the fallen.

Julie Jenkins came out to pay her re-
spects along with her son, Aaron, 10.

“(This was) very touching. It’s great to
see the community come together and
gather to remember (those who died for
their country),” Julie Jenkins said.

Aaron added that the event was “awe-
some and touching.”

Marion County Fire Rescue Deputy
Chief Robert Graff attended the ceremo-
ny with his wife, Nicole, and daughters
Elizabeth, 14, and Gabriella, 11.

“My daughter Elizabeth is playing
lead sax in the (Kingdom of the Sun Con-
cert Band).” Graff said.

Nicole Graff found the ceremony a
“wonderful” event.

Paul Jones, who served in the Army
from 1968 to 1989, said the ceremony was
an opportunity to honor “our fallen com-
rades.”

Peter Dan Arstale found the ceremony
to be “very tearful and emotional,” and
Korean War veteran Ken Batzelle, 89,
said “freedom isn’t free.”

During the ceremony, Logan Catala-
notto, 18, of Scouts BSA Troop 72 of
Ocala, was recognized for his Eagle
Scout project, which involved major im-
provements to the east section of the
Ocala-Marion County Veterans Park.

The project included raising about
$32,000 to lay a 4,000-square-foot con-
crete pad to hold flagpoles for flags of
each of the 50 States and a section of
sidewalk to connect the park’s flag court
to the Medal of Honor Plaza.

Members of the Ocala Blue Star
Mothers organization also were on hand
Monday. 

The members of the support group
have children currently serving in the
military.

Libby Morgan, bassoon player with
the KOS Concert Band, called the cere-
mony “emotional.”

“No matter what other (events) I play
in,” she said, “I play in this ceremony.”

Memorial Day
Continued from Page 3A

Members of the Vietnam Vets motorcycle club pose for a picture Monday during
the Memorial Day Remembrance Ceremony at the Ocala-Marion County
Veterans Memorial Park in Ocala. ALAN YOUNGBLOOD/FOR THE STAR-BANNER

“My heart goes out to families (who
have lost loved ones). We have a
responsibility to share (their) stories
so we will remember.”

County Commissioner Michelle Stone
Keynote speaker

has decided to move on and share his
vision with another community in
southwest Florida, where he hopes to
continue decreasing gaps in health
care. 

Bridging the gaps in health care

As a Federally Qualified Health Cen-
ter, HFHC provides care to underserved
communities, offering affordable ser-
vices on a sliding fee scale at several lo-
cations throughout Marion County. 

Reflecting on four and a half years of
service, his proudest accomplishment
is bridging gaps in care for those who
need it. 

“Health centers are known for doing
more with less,” he said. “But what we
did over the last four and a half years
was beyond that. We had to take a few
steps backwards to take a whole lot of
steps forward, and it paid off. I think we
took some calculated risks that were
very significant for our patients.” 

Most notable was taking essentially
every penny they had to buy the new
headquarters in 2020 in the old Albert-
son’s building at 2553 E. Silver Springs
Blvd., Ocala. The benefits of the initial
risk are seen every day in the families
who come for primary care, maternity
care, gynecology, dentistry, behavioral
health and pharmaceutical needs. 

“We've closed the gaps with people
who don't have insurance or who are
from an underserved population with a
facility that’s just as nice or nicer than
where (millionaires and billionaires)
go,” he said. “That's what we do. We
close gaps in a community.” 

Creating a team of 
health care 'soldiers'

That includes leading the organiza-
tion through a pandemic. His team pro-
vided over 50,000 vaccines, 20,000
COVID-19 tests and over 500 monoclo-
nal antibody treatments. 

Ulmer is also proud to have renewed
HFHC’s relationships with Marion

County, the Marion County Board of
County Commissioners, the Florida De-
partment of Health in Marion County,
the United Way of Marion County, Ad-
ventHealth Ocala and HCA Florida Hos-
pital Ocala. 

Though Ulmer has been a visionary
and executer for the health center, he
hasn’t done it alone. He is proud of his
“ride-or-die” employees who have put
"literal blood, sweat and tears” into cre-
ating HFHC’s clinics. 

Having served in the United States
Army for over 24 years, he compared his
team to soldiers who deployed to anoth-
er country and put on their rucksacks
for a mission to increase health care. 

“He took us to the next level, and I
think the relationship he’s built with
each one of his leadership staff has been
special,” Marketing and PR Director
Heather James said. “(He) encouraged
us to believe in ourselves and our posi-
tions and what we do, and he wants the
best for us personally and professional-
ly.” 

Board of directors will conduct
search for new CEO

Ulmer revealed that he will be head-
ing to Naples to join the Healthcare Net-
work of Southwest Florida in Collier
County, also a Federally Qualified
Health Center. 

“I think God told me it was time for
me to move to another community that
had some of the similar struggles, and I
believe it was that kind of tap on my
shoulder to say, ‘Hey, you've done great.
It's time for you to move,’ “ he said. “I
found that this community is just simi-
lar to Marion County when it comes to
gaps in care but on a larger scale.” 

Another signal came in a handful of
awards that HFHC received in the span
of a week recently, including the Marion
County Children’s Alliance’s 2022 Dr.
Mike Jordan Award of Excellence, the
United Way of Marion County’s 2021
Community Impact Champions for
Public & Community Services Award
and the Office of the Secretary of De-
fense’s Patriot Award. 

“To me, that was the message: ‘OK,
you've done your deed here. You've
done your good. It's time to apply that to

another community,’ ” he said. 
Chief Operating Officer Maria Torres,

whom Ulmer describes as resilient and
someone who leads by example, will be
the interim CEO following his departure
on June 24. 

“I expect that the board of directors
will hire someone who's very, very pro-
gressive, innovative and will continue
to move the organization forward in a
very positive way for this entire com-
munity,” Ulmer said, noting he expects
the board to conduct a national search,
or it may choose to hire from within. 

In addition to thanking his staff, Ul-
mer expressed gratitude to his board of
directors. 

“They literally said, ‘OK, Jamie,
here’s the helm. Go do what you do,’ “ he
said. “They never held me back. I would
hope that they don’t hold the next CEO
back. Let them go.” 

Ulmer will continue to help 
Heart of Florida and other
health centers

Even though his time with HFHC is
winding down, there are many things
on the horizon for the health center. 

The organization may have the op-
portunity to provide health care to The
Villages and Sumter County in the fu-
ture. In Marion County, hundreds of
thousands of dollars are going toward
expanding the Dunnellon clinic. Dental
care is coming to the Belleview facility. 

One area Ulmer hopes HFHC will
continue improving is access to special-
ty care, making it easier for patients
who otherwise don’t have the means. 

Though he won’t be in Marion Coun-
ty anymore, Ulmer will still be a part of
“the community health center move-
ment,” as he is on multiple state and na-
tional community health center com-
mittees and boards, such as the Florida
Association of Community Health Cen-
ters. 

“When I’m sitting in these national
and state meetings, I’m always going to
be applying principles and policies that
impact Heart of Florida Health Center in
a positive way in this community even
though I may not be here,” he said. 

Contact reporter Danielle Johnson at
djohnson@gannett.com.

Ulmer
Continued from Page 3A


